Admit/Exit Slips

Why use Exit Slips?
· Students reflect to provide and present information 

· Provide teachers with informal assessment of student understanding of new or old concepts 

· Simple way for teachers to determine needs and provide clarification or assistance 

· Stimulate critical thinking as a springboard to link new learning with existing knowledge  
Usually the question(s) are designed to be answered during the first or last 5-10 minutes of class.  A question may be assigned at the beginning of one class period and the response modifies, discussed, and turned in as the exit slip for the end of the class. It could be used as an admit slip to the next class meeting, if the question requires a longer response time. Admit/exit slips are a wonderful way to ease students into written communication in any subject area, especially for classes where students do not traditionally perceive writing as part of the curriculum, like mathematics. 

· State the prompt orally or project it visually on an overhead or blackboard. 

· At the end of the lesson ask students to respond to a question or prompt. 
· Allow students to discuss and review the exit slips before they report out.

· Clarify student responses to determine how to alter their thinking and/ or your instruction to better meet their individual needs.
· Collect the exit slips as a part of an assessment portfolio for each student. 

There are three primary categories of exit slips (Fisher & Frey, 2004):

1. Prompts that document learning: 
—Example: The most important things I learned today are . . . 
—Example: Discuss how today lesson could have uses in the real world.
__Example: Today I changed my mind about . . .

__Example: What I would like to tell someone about what I learned today is  . . .  
__Example: One Sentence Summaries:
	Description
	1. A _______________ is a kind of ______________________that…..

	Compare/Contrast
	2.               x             and                  y               are similar in that they both…,
    but           x,           while               y              …

	Sequence
	3. _________ begins with…, continues with…., and ends with...

	Problem/Solution
	4. _________ wanted…, but…, so...

	Cause/Effect
	5. _________ happens because….


2. Prompts that emphasize the process of learning: 
—Example: I didn't understand… I’m confused about . . . 
—Example: One question about today's lesson.
__Example: What I would like to learn next is . . . 
__Example: Three things learned today – Two things want to know more about – One thing useful I will think about . 
3. Prompts to evaluate the effectiveness of instruction: 
—Example: The thing that helped me pay attention most today was.... 

__Example: The thing that helped me understand the lesson today was.... 

__Example: Something that did not help me learn in class today was....
4. Other exit prompts: 
—I would like to learn more about… 
—The thing that surprised me the most today was… 
      —I wish…
      __To narrow their thoughts to the gist of the text, have students write a telegram with $1.50 to spend – words cost .10.
          Compete for the best message.
      __To activate background knowledge at the beginning of class, ask for a one-sentence summary on what they know about

           a topic. Expand during class and report out with a completed thought or paragraph at the end of class. 









