	
	Part 3

Novel – The Giver Introduction and Author Study 
	http://www.loislowry.com/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=67&Itemid=196 

	
	Link to The Giver Lessons
	http://wveis.k12.wv.us/teach21/public/Uplans/UPview.cfm?action=V1&tsele1=1&tsele2=108&tsele3i=522 

	
	Pick one of the three Webquests for The Giver 
	http://www.zunal.com/process.php?w=4159
http://www2.franciscan.edu/webquests/thegiver/
http://www.nhcmtc.org/Extensions/Files/2009/708/The%20Giver%20WebQuest.doc

	RL.7.9. Compare and contrast a fictional portrayal of a time, place, or character and a historical account of the same period as a means of understanding how authors of fiction use or alter history.


	Essential Questions:

What strategies do readers use to read actively? 

Describe your idea of a perfect world. Include as many details as you can think of.
	· Introduce utopian literature as a literary genre. Point out the characteristics associated with this genre. Characteristics include:

· Science fiction

· Setting is in a distant time and place

· There is no obvious way to arrive or depart from a utopia

· Basic needs of all people are provided for

· Everyone works

· Little room for individuality

· Lack of technology by citizens - but technology may be essential to leadership 

Encourage students to identify movies, TV shows, and books they have read that may be considered utopian literature. 

	L.7.5. Demonstrate understanding of figurative language, word relationships, and nuances in word meanings.

Interpret figures of speech (e.g., literary, biblical, and mythological allusions) in context.

Use the relationship between particular words (e.g., synonym/antonym, analogy) to better understand each of the words.

Distinguish among the connotations (associations) of words with similar denotations (definitions) (e.g., refined, respectful, polite, diplomatic, condescending).


	Essential Questions:

In what ways is an author‘s choice of words important? 

Families in Jonas‘s community share a feeling they had during the day. Picture yourself as a member of Jonas‘s family and share as a journal entry one feeling you had since class met last. Your response should include the event(s) that caused you to have that feeling and what, if anything, changed that feeling.
	Explain that connotation is only one aspect to consider in word choice. Selecting vivid, precise words makes for better writing.

Display this sentence: We went there last year and did lots of things. Ask students to identify the vague words (there, last year, things) and suggest vivid, specific words that could improve it. (e.g., When our family went to Disney World last summer on vacation, we rode every roller coaster in the park.)

Give students one of the two versions (Level 1 or Level 2) of the "Precise Language" handout included in this lesson. The Level 1 version of this activity is for students who may benefit from scaffolding. Students are to write a sentence about each picture using vivid, precise words.

Connect this activity to the importance of correct word choice in Jonas‘s community.

	RL.7.2. Determine a theme or central idea of a text and analyze its development over the course of the text; provide an objective summary of the text.

W.7.2. Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a topic and convey ideas, concepts, and information through the selection, organization, and analysis of relevant content
	Essential Questions:

1. What can we learn from fiction?
2. In what ways is an author‘s choice of words important? 

Discuss the pros and cons of having someone select your career for you. Include the implications of having the decisions made for you when you are only 12 years old. Include a minimum of one positive and one negative aspect of having someone else choose your profession for you.
	Introduce theme. Students should know what is meant by theme, but some instruction may be necessary. If "theme" is not on the classroom word wall, place it there now. 

Suggested themes for The Giver may be stated in a variety of ways; however, most relate to:

Memory

Family 

Rules

Conformity / Individualism 

Emotion 


Discuss events that have occurred in the first two chapters of The Giver that would fall into any of the above categories.

Make a step book on which students will record events that support each theme.
1.Stack the three sheets of 8 1/2 X 11 duplicating paper together. Use colored paper if it is available.
2. Slide the top two sheets of paper down so that each sheet is approximately one inch lower than the sheet beneath it. 
3. Fold the three sheets of paper up from the bottom so that the bottom edge of the top sheet of paper is one inch lower than the top edge of the paper. 
4. Crease along the fold lines and staple the Flip Book along the fold line. 
5. The top flap should contain the title of the book.
6. Only the suggested theme should be visible on each of the remaining flaps.
7. Information about each theme should be recorded under the previous flap.

	RL.7.7. Compare and contrast a written story, drama, or poem to its audio, filmed, staged, or multimedia version, analyzing the effects of techniques unique to each medium (e.g., lighting, sound, color, or camera focus and angles in a film). 


	Essential Questions:

1. What strategies do readers use to read actively? 
2. How do individual and collective memories shape who we are and what we will become? 

Think about a public ceremony in which you were involved. This could have been a baptism, confirmation, or kindergarten or elementary school graduation. Write about what you went through to prepare for the event, how you felt right before and during the event, how your family prepared for and/or celebrated the event, and what the memories of that event mean to you and your family. If you have never participated in a public ceremony yourself, write about one that you attended.
	Display the term "Thesis Statement" and have students explain its meaning.

Tell students they are going to develop a thesis statement for a constructed response in which they compare and contrast the life events celebrated in Jonas‘s community to those celebrated in America. 

Have students construct their own Venn diagram and place information on it from their "Community Life Schedules" graphic organizers. 

After completing their Venn diagrams, have students compose an appropriate thesis statement. 

Explain that they will use that statement during a later lesson.

	W.7.4. Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience.
	Essential Questions:

1. What strategies do readers use to read actively? 
2. How do individual and collective memories shape who we are and what we will become? 

Why do you think people in Jonas‘s community are required to take medication when they begin to experience "the Stirrings?"
	Continue the Skill Lesson begun during Lesson 4.

Review what is meant by "Thesis Statement" and ask for volunteers to read the ones they wrote during Lesson 3.

Have students revisit the Venn diagrams they developed during Lesson 3 to identify a minimum of 3 events to include in a constructed response that will support their thesis statement.

Give students time to write a constructed response that compares the life events in Jonas‘s community to those in America. 

Remind students that constructed responses should: 
1. include a thesis statement 
2. include at least 3 specific events to support the thesis statement
3. include correct grammar, usage, and mechanics
4. be legible 

Students will need to complete this writing assignment for homework.

Differentiate the assignment through a R.A.F.T. (Role, Audience, Format, Topic) by having students write their constructed response as if it were a journal entry, a letter to a friend, or report from a member of a task force investigating the possibility of starting a utopian society. A R.A.F.T. is included in this lesson.

	RL.7.6. Analyze how an author develops and contrasts the points of view of different characters or narrators in a text.


	Essential Questions:

What strategies do readers use to read actively? 

Which one of the characters in Chapters 1-5 of The Giver are you most like? Be sure to include details to explain why you feel you are like that character. 
	Discuss characterization as a literary term and as it relates to The Giver. During this discussion, students should know or learn that characterization, the techniques a writer uses to reveal the personality of characters, is achieved through:

Words spoken by the character

Thoughts of the character

Appearance of the character

Actions of the character

Interactions with other characters

Names of the characters

Place the character dwells

Change or development of the character throughout the story

	W.7.1. Write arguments to support claims with clear reasons and relevant 


	Essential Questions:

1. What strategies do readers use to read actively?
2. What can we learn from fiction? 

In Jonas‘s community much importance is given to being like everyone else. How are you like the other students in your school? Make sure you give at least two (2) specific details to support your answer.
	Distribute the Semantic Feature Analysis sheet based on the characters in The Giver. 
Model how to be to fill in the chart.
It may be necessary to scaffold this activity for some students by allowing them to work with a partner.

	W.7.2. Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a topic and convey ideas, concepts, and information through the selection, organization, and analysis of relevant content
	Essential Questions:

1. What strategies do readers use to read actively?
2. What can we learn from fiction? 

During the Ceremony of Twelve, the Chief Elder points out that children used their years of childhood to learn about "Sameness," but on that day, they honor their differences. Write about the ways students at your school are different.
	Consider taking students to the computer lab for this activity.

Display the correct format for writing a business letter. 

Have each student write a business letter to the "Elder" of the classroom about the career chosen for him/her.

Each student should decide for him/herself if that letter is to thank the Elder for his/her job assignment or to request another position.

Remind students to use correct business letter format, to include a thesis statement and specific, relevant details, and to apply capitalization, punctuation, usage, and spelling rules.

	RL.7.1. Cite several pieces of textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text.

RL.7.3. Analyze how particular elements of a story or drama interact (e.g., how setting shapes the characters or plot)
	Essential Questions:

1. What strategies do readers use to read actively?
2. What can we learn from fiction? 

Pretend that you are Jonas and write a journal entry about your experiences during the Ceremony of Twelve. 

	Introduce conflict as a literary term. Include the various types of conflict (internal/external, man against man, man against nature, etc.)

Have students work in small groups to identify the conflicts found in Chapters 1-9 of The Giver. Keep in mind that it may be difficult to identify conflict in some chapters. 

Make a large version of the "Conflict - Chapter by Chapter" chart to post in the classroom. Update the chart as a whole-class activity as additional chapters are read.

	RL.7.4. Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including figurative and connotative meanings; analyze the impact of rhymes and other repetitions of sounds (e.g., alliteration) on a specific verse or stanza of a poem or section of a story or drama. 


	Essential Questions:

1. What strategies do readers use to read actively?
2. How do individual and collective memories shape who we are and what we will become? If it were your responsibility to transfer memories, what would be the first memory you would transfer to someone who had no knowledge of memory?
	Discuss sensory imagery and the role it plays in memories. The discussion should include reference to the senses of sight, sound, smell, taste, and touch. 

Have the class share examples of times when one of the sensory images inspired a memory.

	RL.7.6. Analyze how an author develops and contrasts the points of view of different characters or narrators in a text.


	Essential Questions:

1. What can we learn from fiction?

2. In what ways is an author‘s choice of words important? At some time in the history of Jonas‘s community, the Elders chose a way of life known as "Sameness." Explain what Sameness is and tell what do you think would have caused this community to adopt this philosophy. What are your feelings about Sameness?
	Point of View - review the various points of view from which the narrator might tell the story: first-person, second-person, and third-person. 

Explain the difference in having a narrator that is omniscient and limited. 

Have students identify the point of view from which The Giver is told and locate passages in the novel to support their answer.

Ask students what they think would be different if this novel were told from the point of view of Lilly or of one of the other characters.

Add point of view and the terms associated with it to the class word wall.

	RL.7.2. Determine a theme or central idea of a text and analyze its development over the course of the text; provide an objective summary of the text.


	Essential Questions:

1. What strategies do readers use to read actively?
2. In what ways is an author‘s choice of words important? After Jonas indicates a desire to make his own choices, the Giver begins to give some memories that cause pain. Why would he do that?
	Discuss the themes that have woven their way through The Giver. Have students update their theme step books. (The theme step book was begun during Lesson 3.)

	SL.7.5. Include multimedia components and visual displays in presentations to clarify claims and findings and emphasize salient points.


	Essential Questions:

1. What strategies do readers use to read actively?
2. In what ways is an author‘s choice of words important? After the Giver shares his favorite memory with him, Jonas asks his parents if they love him. Their response is to laugh and say that the word love is meaningless. It was then that Jonas told his first lie to his parents. Write a journal entry as if you were Jonas after the events of this day.
	Revisit the Semantic Feature Analysis sheet based on the characters in The Giver that was begun during Lesson 7. 

Organize students into small groups and have them share what they have included on their charts to date. Encourage students to make updates and corrections as necessary. 

Discuss the character traits displayed by different characters. Point out that just as with real people, characters in a story may display different degrees of a single trait based on different events in the story. For example, The Giver seems to have self-control until such time as the memories seem to overwhelm him with pain.

	RL.7.6. Analyze how an author develops and contrasts the points of view of different characters or narrators in a text.

W.7.10. Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, and revision) and shorter time frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for a range of discipline-specific tasks, purposes, and audiences.

	Essential Questions:

1. What strategies do readers use to read actively?
2. In what ways is an author‘s choice of words important? In Chapter 19, we witnessed the "release" of an identical twin. Write about your reaction to that event. 
	Revisit the literary terms: conflict and point of view. 

Update the conflict chart and ask if Jonas and his father experienced the same conflict over the release of the twin. Point out that point of view comes into play when identifying conflict.

	RL.7.1. Cite several pieces of textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text.

RL.7.2. Determine a theme or central idea of a text and analyze its development over the course of the text; provide an objective summary of the text.


	Essential Questions:

How do our individual and collective memories shape who we are and what we will become?

Write an "I Am" poem as if you were Jonas. The format for the poem is included with this lesson.
	Continue the transition from discussing the changing mood of the novel to a discussion of what actually occurred in the final chapter. Let students know that there are two theories as to how the novel ended, but avoid giving your opinion.

Revisit inference. Point out that the author did not give us all the answers, but we will use details from the novel to help as we make inferences as to what happened to Jonas.

Illustrate what is meant by this by discussing the significance of the Giver, Jonas, and Gabe having light colored eyes. 

To help students understand, ask if Jonas was ever able to transfer a memory to anyone in the novel. Students should realize that even though he tried to transfer memories to other characters in the novel, he was only successful with Gabe

	
	Essential Questions:

1. What strategies do readers use to read actively? 
2. In what ways is an author‘s choice of words important?
3. What can we learn from fiction?
4. How do individual and collective memories shape who we are and what we will become?

Revisit the anticipation guide from Lesson 2. After responding to the anticipation guide, discuss your responses with a partner. Did you change your opinion about any of the statements? What events in The Giver caused that change?
	Think - Pair - Share: Ask students to discuss their thoughts on Jonas as he was when the novel opened as compared to how he was at the end of the novel. Was he the same? How was he different? What caused him to change?

Have students complete the"Story Map to Show Character Change" graphic organizer included with this lesson.

After completing the graphic organizer, students should write a constructed response in which they compare and contrast Jonas at the beginning of the novel to Jonas at the novel‘s end.


